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Protests, then pandemonium 


FLOYD DEMONSTRATION | Seattle mayor imposes curfew amid turmoil. 
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Protesters burn a police car, the first of several set afire in downtown Seattle on Saturday. Largely peaceful at first, demonstrations grew chaotic as the day wore on. Mayor Jenny 
Durkan announced a 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew Saturday and Sunday. 
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Hundreds of Seattle protesters came 
together Saturday to voice the sadness 
and fury that has spread across the coun- 
try over the death of George Floyd, a 
Black man who died after being pinned 
beneath the knee of a Minneapolis police 
officer for almost nine minutes. 

Largely peaceful at first, the demonstra- 
tions grew chaotic as the day wore on, 
with cars torched, looting, Molotov cock- 
tails thrown, tear gas filling the air and 
two AR-15 rifles stolen from police vehi- 
cles, later recovered. Mayor Jenny fDur- 
kan announced a two-night 5 p.m. to 5 
a.m. curfew for this weekend and told 
crowds to “disperse from downtown im- 
mediately.” Gov. Jay Inslee activated up 
to 200 unarmed National Guard troops 


the city. 

Floyd’s death, another in a succession of 
Black individuals dying at the hands of 
police, has tapped into deep agony over 
violence against people of color, sparked 
protests in dozens of cities and led Minne- 
sota Gov. Tim Walz to mobilize the state’s 
National Guard in that state, too. Presi- 
dent Donald Trump said he spoke with 
members of Floyd’s family and acknowl- 
edged their pain, but posted a number of 
controversial tweets, including call- 
ing protesters “thugs” and cheering the 
idea of sending “vicious dogs” after them. 

In Seattle, some protesters marched 
onto Interstate 5, causing the Washington 
State Patrol to close the freeway between 

See > PROTESTS, A8 
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Protesters yell 
“Hands Up, 
Don’t Shoot” to 
police at Sixth 
and Pine. Pro- 
testers took to 
Seattle streets 
Saturday to 
protest the 
death of George 
Floyd at the 
hands of Minne- 
apolis police. 


Medical workers waiting 
for court ruling on DACA 


IMMIGRATION | Justices were asked to 
consider effect on pandemic response 


By NINA SHAPIRO 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Andrea Muñoz Vargas says her 
immigration status is the last thing 
on her mind during 12-hour night 
shifts in a Wenatchee hospital’s 
intensive care unit, where she 
works as a nurse caring for corona- 
virus patients. “I just need to stay 


A focused.” 
STATE S$ COVID-19 is so 
confirmed new that doctors 
cases need every piece 
> Graphic, A17 ofinformation 
they can get as 
they figure out 


what's working and what’s not. So 
Muñoz Vargas watches her patients 
carefully for any changes that could 
indicate their organs are failing. Or 
maybe that they’re improving 
enough to get off a ventilator. 

She said her observations are 


crucial not only to helping her 
current patients but to building up 
a knowledge base for a possible 
second wave of the virus. 

Lately, though, she has begun to 
wonder how long she can continue 
working as a nurse — something 
that also might be of interest to the 
U.S. Supreme Court during the 
pandemic. 

In June, the court is expected to 
rule on whether President Donald 
Trump’s attempt to end the De- 
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv- 
als (DACA) program was legal. An 
Obama-era program, DACA 
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Get continuing live coverage of the 
coronavirus pandemic, at 
st.news/coronavirus 


SpaceX launches into history 


3,2,1 |NASA astronauts lift off from U.S. soil for first time since 2011. 
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SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket soars from the Kennedy Space 
Center at Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Saturday. 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — The United 
States opened a new era of human space 
travel Saturday as a private company for the 
first time launched astronauts into orbit, 
nearly a decade after the government retired 
the storied space shuttle program in the after- 
math of national tragedy. 

Two American astronauts lifted off froma 
familiar setting, the same Florida launchpad 
that once served Apollo missions and the 
space shuttles. But the rocket and capsule that 
lofted them out of the atmosphere were a new 
sight for many — built and operated not by 
NASA but by SpaceX, the company founded 
by billionaire Elon Musk to pursue his dream 
of sending colonists to Mars. 

Crowds of spectators, including President 
Donald Trump and Vice President Mike 
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